
A C C E S S      T O

H I G H E R  

E D U C A T I O N
P R E S E N T A T I O N  B Y  U N L O C A L



UNLOCAL

W H O  W E  A R E



* * T H E  I N F O R M A T I O N  W E  A R E  G O I N G  T O  

D I S C U S S  C A N  B E  H A R D  T O  T A L K  A B O U T .

Y O U  A R E  W E L C O M E  T O  S T E P  O U T  O F  T H E  

R O O M  T O  G E T  A  D R I N K  O F  W A T E R  O R  

U S E  T H E  R E S T R O O M  A T  A N Y  P O I N T  

D U R I N G  T H I S  P R E S E N T A T I O N .



https://youtu.be/_WxzYRmZ2ek?t=1m14s


I n  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  

u n d o c u m e n t e d  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  

r i g h t  t o  a  f r e e  e d u c a t i o n  a s  U . S  c i t i z e n s  

S T U D E N T S '  R I G H T  T O  E D U C A T I O N

P L Y L E R  V S .  D . O . E .



FORMS OF SUPPORT

C a m e  t o  t h e  U . S .  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  y o u r  1 6 t h  
b i r t h d a y
A r e  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  3 1  ( a s  o f  J u n e  1 5 ,  2 0 1 2 )
H a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  U . S .  s i n c e  J u n e  1 5 ,  2 0 0 7
C u r r e n t l y  i n  s c h o o l ,  g r a d u a t e d ,  o r  h a v e  a  
G E D
A t  l e a s t  1 5  y e a r s  o l d
I f  y o u  w e r e  a r r e s t e d ,  y o u  M A Y  n o t  b e  a b l e  
t o  a p p l y .    P l e a s e  t a l k  t o  a n  i m m i g r a t i o n  
a t t o r n e y .

D E F E R R E D  A C T I O N  F O R  C H I L D H O O D  

A R R I V A L S  ( D A C A )



 FORMS OF SUPPORT

U n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  2 1

N o t  m a r r i e d

L i v e  w i t h  o n e  p a r e n t s  o r  

g u a r d i a n

N o t  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  r e t u r n  t o  

t h e i r  b i r t h  c o u n t r y

S P E C I A L  I M M I G R A N T  J U V E N I L E  

S T A T U S  ( S I J S )



NEW  YORK STATE OVERVIEW

US Citizen or 
Permanent Resident DACAmented Undocumented

Admission

Federal 
Financial Aid

In-State vs. 
Out-of-State 

Tuition
Grants, Loans 

& Scholarships



U N D O C U M E N T E D  F R I E N D L Y  V S  
U N F R I E N D L Y  S T A T E S

-Washington

-  Minnesota

-  Oklahoma

- Texas

-  New Mexico

-  California

-Georgia  

-Alabama

- South Carolina

Friendly States: Unfriendly States:



PAYING FOR COLLEGE

I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s t a r t  
p l a n n i n g !
H a r d e s t  o b s t a c l e =  p a y i n g  f o r  
c o l l e g e
C o n n e c t  w i t h  u s  t o  l e a r n  
m o r e  a b o u t :  f i n a n c i a l  
p l a n n i n g ,  p a y m e n t  o p t i o n s ,  
a n d  o n e - o n - o n e  c o u n s e l i n g  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s



FINANCIAL SECURITY

- College graduates  earn 

on average $30,000 

more a year than high 

school graduates

- College graduates 

are more likely to 

experience job 

satisfaction

MORE JOB OPTIONS

- 63%  of jobs require

at least some level of

college education

- Colleges provide job

fairs, career services,

and internships for

students

 PERSONAL GROWTH

- College can help 

expand your 

network and improve 

your social, decision 

making, 

communication, and 

analytical skills

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO GO TO COLLEGE?



S A F E T Y  A N D  
S E C U R I T Y



I F  I C E  C O M E S  T O  Y O U R  
H O M E  O R  S C H O O L :

You can 
remain 

silent and 
refuse to 

sign

Do not 

open the 

door

Report and 
record

M a k e  s u r e  a l l  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  k n o w  t h e  p l a n



J U D I C I A L  W A R R A N T



N O T  A  J U D I C I A L  W A R R A N T

Not signed by a 
Magistrate Judge
Warrant 
issued by 
immigration
Does not give the 
proper name,
address, and area 
where they are 
designated to 
search



Do NOT post  anything gang related (or  

anything that  can be construed as  gang 

related)

Do NOT display any image containing drug

and/or alcohol  abuse

If  you're  traveling in and out  of  the country 

without permission from the U.S .  

Government,  do not  post  pictures  of  your trip  

S O C I A L  M E D I A



L E A R N I N G  T O  
F L I P  T H E  S C R I P T

LEARNING TO 
FLIP THE SCRIPT



T R A N S I T I O N I N G  F R O M  H I G H  
S C H O O L  T O  C O L L E G E

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y

S e l f  A d v o c a c y

Time Management

P e r s o n a l  G o a l s  a n d  P l a n s

Teamwork



THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE

SAT/ACT SAVING MONEY

VOLUNTEERING SPORTSHOBBIES

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIESCLUBS

GPACLASSES GETTING A JOB



Students must present a 

valid (unexpired)  ID that 

is  government-issued or 

issued by the school 

they currently attend to 

enter a test center

S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  

Online resources to start studying: 

number2.com, prepfactory.com, 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboa 

rd.org/pdf/sat-student-guide.pdf,  

sparknotes.com/testprep, 

freetestprep.com, magoosh.com 

  



P R I V A T E  V S .  P U B L I C  
U N I V E R S I T I E S

 

Admission is  up to the 

discretion of  each individual  

college   to  determine tuition 

for students without status

 

 

 

 

Must follow state   law;

All  NYS residents ,  regardless  

of  immigration status are 

eligible for in-state tuition

 

Private Institutions: Public Institutions:



W H O  S H O U L D  A P P L Y  F O R  F E D E R A L  
F I N A N C I A L  A I D ?

Undocumented students, including DACA students, 

are technically not eligible for federal financial aid

If a student does not have an SSN, fill in this section 

with zero's! Do NOT fill it with anything else!

DACAmented students can submit a FAFSA app 

even though they are ineligible for 

Federal Financial Aid

By completing the FAFSA form, students would 

receive a Student Aid Report (SAR)

The SAR can be used to apply for institutional aid 

and other scholarships

Tip: DACA students should fill out the FAFSA as 

early as possible and have their parents request 

an IRS Transcript

D A C A  
R e c i p i e n t s



W H O  S H O U L D  A P P L Y  F O R  F E D E R A L  
F I N A N C I A L  A I D ?

Undocumented students should NOT 
submit an online FAFSA form
Students can use the CSS Profile as an 
alternative provided by College Board
Students may fill out a print copy of the 
FAFSA form and hand it to individual 
institutions, who do the in-house 
calculations
Counselors have to inform institutions 
when submitting a paper copy FAFSA or 
the CSS Profile

Undocumented 
students



F I N A N C I A L  A I D :  T I P S  F O R  S T U D E N T S  
W I T H  U N D O C U M E N T E D  P A R E N T S

Enter all  zeroes for parents '  social  security numbers--  do 

NOT make up a number or use an ITIN!

It  is  extremely rare for families  to have issues with 

immigration authorities  because of  the FAFSA

Parents should physically sign the printed out form 

rather than using the four-digit  PIN number electronic

signature

You can request  a  transcript  from the IRS right before 

fi l l ing out the FAFSA to help ease the process



ALTERNATIVES TO FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID

A p p l y  f o r  a n  i n t e r e s t - f r e e  l o a n  f r o m  t h e    

H e b r e w  F r e e  L o a n  S o c i e t y  b y  c o n t a c t i n g  

R a b b i  D a v i d  R o s e n n  a t  d r o s e n n @ h f l s . o r g

A p p l y  f o r  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  o p e n  t o  a l l  

s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  s t a t u s :  

D a v i s - P u t t e r  S c h o l a r s h i p  F u n d ,  L i v e  M a s  

S c h o l a r s h i p ,  M i c r o s o f t  S c h o l a r s h i p  

P r o g r a m ,  A s c e n d  E d u c a t i o n a l  F u n d ,  e t c .

T a l k  t o  u s  a b o u t  o u r  F i n a n c i a l  P l a n n i n g  

P r o g r a m !



L O O K I N G  
F O R  A  J O B

You can still get a job

Freelance work for cash

Independent contractor

Starting a business

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE 

WORK AUTHORIZATION 

I F  Y O U  H A V E  W O R K  

A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  

Child labor laws

Work study

Looking for a job



W H A T  C A N  Y O U  D O  A S  A  
S T U D E N T ?

Download apps 

like:

-DACA Scholar

- Dreamers 

Roadmap

- Pocket DACA

Speak out! Change 

does not happen 

without participation

Join and create 

organizations  like:

-NYSYLC

- DREAM Teams

Visit websites and 

blogs like:

- My 

Undocumented Life

- College Board

- Greenlight 

Scholarships



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

E m a i l  t h e  O p t i o n s  C e n t e r  a t  t h e  G o d d a r d  

R i v e r s i d e  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r  

a t     o p t i o n s @ g o d d a r d . o r g   t o  r e q u e s t  o n e - o n -  

o n e  a d v i s i n g  o n  f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  c o l l e g e  

a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  c o l l e g e  a p p l i c a t i o n s

R e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  L o w e r  E a s t  S i d e  P e o p l e ' s  

F e d e r a l  C r e d i t  U n i o n  ( L E S P F C U )  

a t   f i n a n c i a l a d v i s o r @ l e s p f c u . o r g   t o  e n r o l l  i n  

a  f r e e  c o u r s e  o n  f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  c o u n s e l i n g



"Frustration is fuel that can lead to the development 
of an innovative and useful idea"- Marley Dias

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dLzIVuCgD4


T H A N K  Y O U !  S T A Y  I N  
C O N T A C T  W I T H  U S !

W W W . U N L O C A L . O R G

6 4 6 . 2 1 6 . 8 2 1 0

i n f o @ u n l o c a l . o r g

@ U n L o c a l i n c

U n L o c a l i n c

Q U E S T I O N S ?


